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child) is not your girl to be sold, it is this gentleman's
girl," referring to the owner and prosecutor.
But it was not until the courageous wife of a
naval officer decided to investigate the situation that
the Mui Tsai system was brought so prominently
to the fore, that in 1922 Mr. Winston Churchill
decided that the system must be abolished " within
one year," and announced this intention to Parlia-
ment in the following words :
" I desire to make it clear (to Parliament) that both
the Governor and I are determined to effect the aboli-
tion of the system at the earliest practicable date, and I
have indicated to the Governor that I expect the change
to be carried out within a year,"
The difficulty of abolishing this system is shown
by the fact that Lord Kimberley in effect set out to
end it in 1880 ; that Mr. Winston Churchill, in
1922, in language even more emphatic, gave an
official undertaking that it should be abolished ; and
yet the system is still being vigorously carried on in
the homes of the Chinese community of Hong
Kong. It is, however, to the credit of certain
eminent Chinese that they have created two societies
for the purpose of dealing with the situation. One
of these societies, the Po Leung Kuk, organised
originally to put down kidnapping, is concerned very
largely with watching over the welfare of the Mui
Tsai, whilst the Anti-Mui Tsai Society, composed of
English and Chinese, principally Chinese residents,
is engaged in the specific task of bringing about the